
 

 

 

 

KWAL SHIFTS GEARS IN THE MOUNT KENYA REGION 

18th October 2017… Kenya Wine Agencies Limited (KWAL) has today launched its new depot 

in Meru County in an effort to grow and serve its Mount Kenya region customers better. The 

move to open the Meru depot comes at a time when the company is looking to grow its 

national market share in the alcoholic beverages market .The depot is located within the Meru 

town central business district which is easily accessible to distributors from Embu, Isiolo and 

other towns within the region.   

Present during the event was Meru County Minister for Trade, Industrialisation, Tourism and 

Cooperatives Mr. Maingi Mugambi who congratulated KWAL on the opening of their depot 

and the steps that they are taking to grow the grassroot economy by ensuring the adequate 

supply of their products in the region. Also present during the event was the KWAL Managing 

Director MR. Carlos Gomes, KWAL National Sales Manager Mr. Paul Odeyo, KWAL Supply 

Chain Director Mr. Mwenda Kageenu. 

Speaking at the launch event, KWAL Managing Director, Mr. Carlos Gomes noted the move as 

strategic due to the business opportunities and growth of the region. “Meru was strategic 

move for us, complemented by its growing business opportunities and strategic geographical 

position in the region”, he further noted “our existing dealer network will ensure that KWAL’s 

premium products are enjoyed across the Mount Kenya region”. 

Once fully operational the new Meru County depot will include a Commercial and Supply 

Chain function, capable of the highest standards of service and efficiency. 

KWAL currently has its footmark in various towns such as Eldoret, Nakuru, Kisumu and 

Mombasa. Adding a Meru depot under its wing will ease the companies operations within the 

region, maintain and improve client relations while ensuring business growth and continuity 

across the board. The launch of the Meru depot comes just a week after the launch of the 

KWA depot in Eldoret 



Meru County is among the top 20 wealthiest counties in Kenya, it’s also strategically located 

within the Mount Kenya region due to its access to other Counties like Isiolo, Kirinyaga, Nyeri 

and Embu. Meru is also home to other major corporate dealers and depos making it the 

perfect home for KWAL in the region. 

-Ends- 

 

Editor’s notes 

Kenya Wine Agencies Limited (KWAL) was incorporated in 1969 and pioneered Kenya’s first 

commercial winery in 1982. It has since then consistently produced quality wines and spirits 

for the Kenyan and larger Eastern and Central Africa market.  

As a beverage company dealing with both alcoholic drinks - wines and spirit and non-alcoholic 

ones including grape juice and syrup, KWAL’s business includes manufacturing, importation, 

distribution, sales and exportation of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages.  The Company 

is one of the producers and distributors of wine and wine based producers as well as 

spirituous beverages in East and central Africa.  

After 17 years of business partnership with KWAL, Distell Ltd. (SA) became a shareholder 

in KWAL with 26% shareholding making Kenya’s oldest Wine Maker a private company in 

December 2014.Currently, Distell has an acquisition of 52.43% shareholding of KWAL. 

Distell is a world renowned South African Company and is Africa’s leading producer and 

marketer of spirits, fine wines, ciders and ready-to-drinks (RTDs). The other shareholder is 

Industrial and Commercial Development Corporation (ICDC) with 46.65% shareholding. 

ICDC was established in 1954; ICDC has over 60 years of experience and stability in 

promoting projects that create wealth and jobs for Kenyans in diverse sectors of the 

economy. The balance of shareholding is shared amongst a few other investors  




